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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Clergy, Religious and Faithful of the Diocese of Monterey 
 

FROM: +Most Reverend Gerald E. Wilkerson 

  Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Monterey  
 

DATE:  August 21, 2018 
 

 

Last week was an especially painful one for our Church.  Even as the continuing 

accusations against Cardinal McCarrick brought ongoing pain to us all, the revelation 

of the history of abuses in Pennsylvania brings fresh anguish to the entire Church.  

The abuse of even one of God’s children is a crime and a sin against God.   
 

We recognize that children and vulnerable adults are a sacred trust, given to us by 

God to protect and to nourish.  Abuse of a child or vulnerable adult is never 

acceptable.  It violates the dignity of the human person that comes to them as a child 

of God and will not be tolerated in our Church. 
 

It is important to remember that the Diocese of Monterey has taken positive steps to 

prevent abuse from happening here.  The diocese has strong policies in place to protect 

the children and vulnerable adults entrusted to our care.  Our policies require that 

every person working with or around children, be they clergy, staff or volunteers, must 

pass a criminal background check and be trained on proper boundaries and behavior 

with children.  All parishioners are encouraged to learn the warning signs of 

potentially abusive situations and to speak up when they see something inappropriate.  

Any volunteer, staff, or clergy who is accused of inappropriate behavior will be 

removed immediately from ministry until the accusation can be resolved.  The diocese 

will cooperate fully with the police and other authorities to investigate allegations of 

abuse. 
 

We have a Victims’ Assistance Coordinator to respond to victims of sexual abuse.  

Please contact her at 800-321-5220 if you believe that you are a victim of sexual 

misconduct involving anyone associated with the Diocese of Monterey.   
 

We also have an Independent Review Board to review and advise the Bishop about 

allegations of sexual misconduct. 
 

We must pray for the victims of abuse and their families.  May God lovingly grant 

them peace and healing.  We must pray for our own clergy, staff and volunteers.  May 

God graciously strengthen their resolve to serve His people through these most 

difficult times.  May they grow in holiness and devotion to service.  Finally, we must 

pray for each other.  May God grant us the wisdom and courage to persevere through 

all adversity. 
 

Sincerely in Christ’s love, 

 
+Most Rev. Gerald E. Wilkerson 
Apostolic Administrator of Monterey 

 


